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Key points 
- Unlicensed liquid medicines for children should be prescribed using standard concentrations: 

 

Drug name Concentration Listed in Drug Tariff Specials Tariff (July 2021)  

Azathioprine 50mg/5mL Yes 

Chloral Hydrate 500mg/5mL Yes 

Clopidogrel 25mg/5mL No. Also not listed in cBNF monograph 

Ethambutol 400mg/5mL No 

Hydrocortisone 5mg/5mL Yes 

Isoniazid 50mg/5mL Yes 

Phenobarbitone (alcohol free) 50mg/5mL Yes 

Pyrazinamide 500mg/5mL No 

Sertraline 50mg/5mL Yes 

Sodium chloride 5mmol/mL No 

Spironolactone 50mg/5mL Yes 

Tacrolimus* 5mg/5mL Yes*   

* when prescribed for immunotherapy following solid organ transplantation, prescribing should be retained in 
secondary/tertiary care due to the ongoing specialist intervention and specialist monitoring 

- NCL Provider Trusts will only supply these standard concentrations 
- Community pharmacies can source the preparations via relevant wholesalers. See PSNC 

information on unlicensed specials and imports 
- The scope of this NCL position does not include a review of the medicine formulary status or 

evidence base for use and does not make a recommendation on the clinical appropriateness of 
transfer of prescribing and/or monitoring in primary care following specialist intitiation1 

- Where it is appropriate for prescribing to be transferred from specialists to primary care, the 
specialist is expected to provide the GP with sufficient clinical information/management plan to 
undertake safe prescribing and monitoring1 

 

Using Standardised Concentrations of Unlicensed 
Liquid Medicines in  Children  

Position Statement 

https://www.drugtariff.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/#/00805017-DC/DC00804340/Part%20VIIIB%20-%20Arrangements%20for%20payment%20for%20Specials%20and%20Imported%20Unlicensed%20Medicines
https://psnc.org.uk/dispensing-supply/dispensing-a-prescription/unlicensed-specials-and-imports/
https://psnc.org.uk/dispensing-supply/dispensing-a-prescription/unlicensed-specials-and-imports/
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Background 
- NPPG and RCPCH position statement on using standardised concentrations of unlicensed liquid 

medicines in Children aims to prevent patient harm and hospitalisation from accidental under and 
overdoses due to changes in concentrations of liquid medicines. Standardised concentrations will 
reduce the risk of errors being made in the doses given. 

- These medicines should only be used in line with: 
o The respective Provider Trust formulary 
o MHRA2 and GMC3 (updated 5th April 2021) prescribing guidance on unlicensed/off-label  

medication. The prescriber should be assured there is no suitably licensed medicine that will 
meet the patient’s need and there is sufficient evidence base and/or experience of using the 
medicine before taking on the prescribing and/or monitoring responsibility. 
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